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Out of kindness his friends deceived him as to the
cost of these rooms. They gave him a figure which
was half the actual sum ; the Countess Obrzeskow
paid the rest.

In June, Chopin had so strong a presentiment
of the end that he wrote to his sister Ludwika,
begging her to come to him. He was careful not
to alarm her, but it is not difficult to see that his
optimism was forced. Without knowing the rea-
son, he had a sudden great longing to see Ludwika.
No doctor could help him as she could. If funds
were lacking, let her borrow, and when he
recovered he would repay. If the family council
would consent to let her come, who could say
whether he would not be able to bring her back
to them himself! And then, what happiness !

Ludwika came to him without delay and
found that her worst fears were confirmed.
Through the summer months he gradually de-
clined until even the slightest conversation
fatigued him. And the better part of music's
consolation had been taken away, for he no longer
had the strength to compose or improvise at the
pianoforte. With the coming of autumn, his
friends moved him to another apartment at 12
Place Vendome. At this time he could not stand
without support, and Ludwika and his pupil
Gutmann were his constant attendants. A few
weeks before, his old friend Tytus Woyciechowski
arrived in Ostend, and the two tried to arrange
a meeting. But even then Chopin was quite
unable to travel, and, since Tytus could not